
The truth is, in the last two 
years, ZERO states that have 
faced new spirits shipping bills 
have enacted them. 

Kentucky is the ONLY state 
since 2020 to enact permanent 
DTC spirits shipping legislation.

It’s important to understand 
the difference between local, 

licensed delivery from a 
community retailer vs. the 
obscured DTC transactions 

carried out across state lines 
by a common carrier that  

Dieterle advocates for.

Dieterle isn’t interested in 
informing his readers that 
same-day delivery from a 

local, licensed retailer 
committed to the safety and 
well being of its community 

is ALREADY AVAILABLE IN 
43 STATES AND 

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Wine DTC has existed for 
decades - enough time for 
regulators to accurately 
measure the negative impact 
in the marketplace. States 
across the country are 
recognizing that DTC wine 
shipments lead to more 
bureaucracy, more 
enforcement action, and the 
spending of more taxpayer 
dollars. 

FACT: States are enacting 
stricter enforcement 
measures to better account 
for the damage DTC wine 
shipping has done to their 
state tax revenue, the 
transparency of the supply 
chain, and more. 

In 2021, the VA ABC was 
granted an additional $1 
million to fund 10 new DTC 
enforcement positions while 
five other states (TN, KS, HI, 
OH, and AL) passed stricter  
reporting measures for 
those operating in the wine 
DTC marketplace.

In 2022, the state of 
Oklahoma even held a 
committee hearing solely to 
discuss DTC penalties after a 
senator twice shipped a 
bottle of whiskey to himself 
and no signature was 
required upon delivery.

The U.S. alcohol marketplace 
is the MOST DIVERSE in the 

world thanks in large part to 
the three-tier system that 

allows craft, startup and 
small production brands to 

thrive. 

If deregulation like Dieterle 
promotes occurs, the 

marketplace will be 
dominated by producers 

with large enough marketing 
budgets to compete for a 
national instead of local 

audience.

So does every state 
legislature that has reviewed 

permanent DTC spirits 
shipping since 2020.

Dieterle doesn’t seem to 
understand what 82% of 
Americans do based on a 
2019 Center of Alcohol 

Policy study - AirPods aren't 
alcohol and shouldn’t be 

regulated the same way. If 
ear buds go into the hands of 

a teenager, it's a good day - 
quite the opposite for spirits. 

Also - Apple ONLY sells 
licensed products to certified 
retailers thereby establishing 

a chain of custody in an 
otherwise unregulated 

marketplace. There is a 
RATHER LARGE BLACK 

MARKET of knock-off Apple 
products on major DTC 

marketplaces like Amazon. 
Apple spends millions 

fighting this - so will spirits 
producers.

The three-tier system 
continues to thrive because 
it is successful - the U.S. 
alcohol marketplace is the 
safest and most diverse in 
the world thanks in large 
part to the strong 
state-based regulatory 
structures that don’t exist 
anywhere else.

Public policy 
should always 

put public health 
and safety at the 

forefront.

The misinformation 
continues - over and over 
again, Dieterle calls into 
question survey 
methodology but his ill 
informed opinion doesn’t 
change social science - or 
the fact that his  preferred, 
cited YRBSS study uses the 
SAME METHODOLOGY.

Measuring a respondent’s 
“concern level” is known as 
using the “likert scale". It is 
commonly used by social 
scientists in policy 
evaluation and is often found 
to be more informative in 
review than a simple binary 
"yes" or "no". 

That’s right - despite 
geographic and idealogical 
differences, THE VAST 
MAJORITY OF AMERICAN 
MOMS AGREE that it is 
important that lawmakers 
consider underage access 
when deciding alcohol laws 
and regulations.

That’s right - THE 
MAJORITY OF AMERICAN 

MOMS ARE concerned that 
DTC spirits shipping will lead 

to underage access.

It’s actually not that straight 
forward - Dieterle confuses 
the concepts of “causation” 

and “correlation.”

The methodology used 
behind the R Street survey 

and Dieterle’s argument is a 
gross misrepresentation of 

data. This extremely simple 
examination of underage 

drinking rates in states 
nationwide, with zero control 

variables or consideration for 
environmental factors, yields 

beyond unreliable figures. 

It doesn’t take a PhD to know 
that comparing two broad 

variables does not imply 
causation.  

Again, Dieterle fails to inform 
his readers that same-day 

delivery from local, licensed 
retailers ALREADY EXISTS 

with delivery personnel who 
are trained and civilly liable 

should alcohol make it into 
the hands of a minor.  


